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Canada has one of the largest, 
most successful non-profit and 

charitable sectors in the world. It 
is a sector that works diligently to 
identify and address the diverse 
needs of people and communities, 
to support them in good times 
and bad, and to develop unique 
solutions that help build a more 
equitable, resilient society for all 
people.

But the past 16 months have 
been a time of challenge, turbu-
lence, and reckoning, demonstrat-
ing how quickly and dramatically 
circumstances can change. We 
have all been forced to confront 
Canada’s ongoing failings when 
it comes to race, religion, and the 
horrors inflicted on Indigenous 
peoples, while simultaneously bat-
tling the devastating effects of the 
most significant public health crisis 
in generations.

This combination of events has 
led to massive social destabili-

zation, and our sector has never ad-
dressed greater need. Since March 
of 2020, thousands of people have 
turned to non-profits and charities 
in communities across this country 
at unprecedented levels, exacerbat-
ing inequities in our society that 
existed long before the pandemic. 
And we have been there, ready to 
serve, even as our own revenues 
fell through the floor.

Now, as many ponder the hope-
ful reality of life after COVID-19, 
non-profits and charities want to 
use this opportunity to reimagine 
the future of our sector. We know 
we can do more, and better. We 
aspire to create a stronger, mod-
ernized, and unified system–one 
where we recognize that a vibrant 
non-profit and charitable sector 
makes economic sense, and where 
we work with the government to 
make that a reality. 

That’s why several non-profit 
networks representing organi-
zations across the country have 
combined efforts and resources in 
support of a shared mission: to cre-
ate a stronger, more resilient, and 
impactful non-profit and charitable 
sector for the benefit of all people. 

We call it The Nonprofit 
Coalition. We aren’t looking for 
a handout, but instead a home in 

government–a dedicated struc-
ture that gives non-profits and 
charities a seat at the policy and 
decision-making table so that we 
can work together towards the 
common good.

A non-profit home in govern-
ment would strengthen the sector 
as a whole. It would create the kind 
of federal policy framework, pro-
grams, and investments that have 
been used successfully in other 
economic sectors like transporta-
tion, agriculture, and small busi-
ness, all of which have dedicated 
federal ministers and portfolios. 

By working collaboratively, 
the government can leverage our 
strategic insights, our knowledge, 
and our experience of the work 
we do on the ground in service to 
our diverse communities in every 
region. Furthermore, a compre-
hensive structure and a champion 
within government would empow-
er our sector’s ability to access 
financing, offer decent work, 
invest in digital transformation, 
rely on quality data, and benefit 
from more enabling regulation. A 
formalized relationship of this na-
ture will lead to better long-term 
policy development and planning. 
Why is this important? Because 
our sector includes some 170,000 

organizations across this country, 
accounting for approximately 8.7 
per cent of our national GDP. It 
has a net value of $189-billion, a 
workforce of 2.5 million, and it 
employs over 10 per cent of our 
economically active population. 
In fact, non-profits, and charities 
are responsible for more employ-
ment and economic activity than 
oil and gas, manufacturing, and 
forestry. 

We make a difference, not just 
in safeguarding the health and 
well-being of those who live in 
this country, but in supporting a 
robust and stable economy. But 
we need representation among 
policy-makers to create a solid, 
lasting relationship with the federal 
government that goes beyond the 
individual interactions we have as 
organizations monitored by the 
Canada Revenue Agency or funded 
by individual federal departments 
for specific projects.

The Nonprofit Coalition wants 
to work quickly, proactively, and 
collaboratively with the govern-
ment to make this a reality, because 
as we move toward a post-pandem-
ic recovery, we have a remarkable 
opportunity to redesign our collec-
tive approach for the benefit of all 
people in this country.

By creating a home in govern-
ment for the non-profit and charita-
ble sector that is focused on deliv-
ering results, enabling support, and 
finding innovative ways to make 
positive change, we can ensure that 
everyone has the help they need to 
build healthy, successful lives.

The seven authors represent 
the founding member organiza-
tions of The Nonprofit Coalition: 
Cathy Taylor is the executive direc-
tor of Ontario Nonprofit Network. 
Bruce MacDonald is the president 
and CEO of Imagine Canada. Jean-
Marc Mangin is the president of 
Philanthropic Foundations Canada 
(PFC). Dan Clement: President & 
CEO, United Way Centraide Cana-
da. Andrea Dicks: President, Com-
munity Foundations of Canada. 
Nicolas Moyer: CEO, Cooperation 
Canada. Paula Speevak: President 
& CEO, Volunteer Canada.
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Non-profit sector needs seat at policy-
making table, home in federal government
A home in the federal 
government is needed 
so that the charitable 
sector has dedicated 
policy, programs, and 
investments similar to 
approaches for other 
economic sectors—
like transportation, 
agriculture, and small 
business—which 
all have dedicated 
federal ministers and 
portfolios.

The Nonprofit Coalition launched on June 23 and is made up of seven 
founding members organizations. Their leaders, pictured clockwise from top 
left: Bruce MacDonald of Imagine Canada, Paula Speevak (centre) of Volunteer 
Canada, Andrea Dicks of Community Foundations of Canada, Jean-Marc 
Mangin of Philanthropic Foundations Canada, Nicolas Moyer of Cooperation 
Canada, Cathy Taylor of the Ontario Nonprofit Network, and Dan Clement of 
United Way Centraide Canada. Photographs courtesy of The Nonprofit Coalition


